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by the Viceroy, Lord Lytton, at the former capital of the Royal Emperors,
Delhi (ist January 1877).

The affairs of the East, both Near and Far, were pressing upon everybody's
attention at this time. In 1877-78 there occurred the Russo-Turkish War
which aroused enormous interest in Great Britain. The Conservative Party
under Mr Disraeli were in power, and Conservative circles were favourable to
the Turks. The Liberals, especially after Mr Gladstone had written his
pamphlet, Bulgarian Horrors and the Question of the East, were more critical
of Turkish rule. The Prince of Wales had personal knowledge of the Near
East; and one of his friends, General Valentine Baker, who had left the British
army in 1875, commanded a Turkish division. By March 1878 the Turks, in
spite of Osman Pasha's defence of Plevna, were beaten. The Porte concluded
the Treaty of San Stefano (3rd March 1878), agreeing to the increase of Serbia
and Montenegro and to the creation of a " Big Bulgaria " between the Black
Sea and the Albanian mountains, the Danube, and the JEgean, This brought
Disraeli (created Earl of Beaconsfield) into the open against Russia. He (and
the Queen fully shared his views) believed that a " Big Bulgaria " would be
simply a Russian Protectorate. The Queen was quite prepared to face war
over this question. She was still living in the atmosphere of the Crimean War;
Russia, in her eyes was the despotic Tsardom, marching towards Constantinople
and India.

The Prince at this time was as anti-Russian as his mother. Fortunately,
the Crimean War was not re-enacted, for the Russian Government proved to be
conciliatory and consented to take part in a Congress of the Powers for the
revision of the Treaty of San Stefano. The Congress of Berlin resulted in the
signature of the Treaty of Berlin, I3th July 1878. Bulgaria, to be called a
Principality, was restricted to the area between the Danube and the Balkans.
The new Principality never afterwards looked like behaving as a " client-state "
of Russia.

It is difficult to imagine the position and state of mind of this active young
man (he was thirty-six in 1878), not permitted to have any regular occupation,
without even any constitutional right to give advice or to be consulted on the
politics, especially foreign politics, in which he was so passionately interested,
and on which he was so exceptionally well informed. He may almost be said
to have had a " grand design," for an entente cordiale between Great Britain and
France. With Germany the political relations of Great Britain were reasonably
good; the numerous ties of kinship between the British and German royal families
were a fairly good guarantee of this. The inability of the French and British
Governments to be on cordial terms with each other was disturbing to these
countries and to all Europe. Had Gambetta lived longer (he died in 1882 at the
age of forty-four) the entente would probably have been arranged, for Gambetta